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REMARKS 

The Office Action of June 7, 2004 has been carefully 
considered. 

It is noted that claims 1-3 and 5-12 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) over the patent to Hollenstein et al. 

It is respectfully submitted that the claims now on file 
differ essentially and in an unobvious, highly advantageous manner 
from the methods and constructions disclosed in the reference. 

Turning now to the reference, it can be seen that Hollenstein 
et al. disclose a method of manufacturing books or brochures. The 
Examiner states, beginning on the third to last line on page 2 of 
the Office Action, that "the method further comprising moving the 
feeding device (6) towards the stitching device (15) prior to the 
arrival of a printed sheet in the stitching position" is disclosed 
by Hollenstein et al. Applicant could find no disclosure of this ' 
in Hollenstein et al. and the Examiner does not cite any passage 
in the reference that teaches this. In this reference the sheets 1 
are guided in a straddling manner by a feeder 6 in a predetermined 
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sequence to a stitching saddle 12. The saddle 12 is arranged in 
the guide line of the sheet 1. As soon as the sheet 1 reaches the 
stitch position on the saddle, the saddle is displaced in a 
direction perpendicular to the guide direction of the sheet onto a 
stitching device 15 for sewing the sheet 1 along the fold edge. 
This means that the sheet is only transferred to the stitching 
device 15 after the sheet is in the stitching position on the 
saddle. There is no disclosure or suggestion by Hollenstein et al. 
that the sheet 1 can be displaced on the stitching device 15 
before reaching its stitching position on the stitching saddle 12 , 
especially since the sheet 1 is fixed to the inserting unit 14 
that is positionable on the saddle 12. In other words, the 
inserting unit 14 is not connected to the saddle 12. 

In the presently claimed invention it is intended to avoid 
the condition that the sheet can only be moved into the stitching 
position after first reaching the stitching position on the 
stitching saddle. Instead, in the present invention the feeding 
device 5 is moved toward the stitching device 15 before the sheet 
2 reaches the stitching position on the stitching saddle 12. 
Applicant believes that this is clearly recited in the independent 
claims presently on file. There is no disclosure by Hollenstein et 
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al. of such a method or apparatus. 

Relative to claim 2, this claim recites that the printed 
sheet is moved towards the stitching device by the feeding device. 
This is not disclosed by Hollenstein et al. 

In claim 1 of Hollenstein et al., beginning at line 8, it is 
stated "positioning the printed sheet on the stitching saddle in 
accordance with a stitching position, aligning a trailing edge of 
a printed sheet fed to the stitching saddle flush in accordance 
with one of a top edge and a bottom edge of a book block at least 
partially sewed by the stitching device, AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
TRANSFERRING THE PRINTED SHEETS TO THE STITCHING DEVICE FOR SEWING 
INTO BOOK BLOCKS." This means that the printed sheet is only moved 
to the stitching device after it has reached the lift position on 
the stitching saddle or the feeding device. 

In claim 1 of the present application the feeding device is 
moving towards the stitching device PRIOR to the arrival of a 
printed sheet in the stitching position while Hollenstein et al. 
disclose that the feeding device is moving towards the stitching 
device AFTER the arrival of a printed sheet in the printing 
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position. 

Thus, in the present application the stitching saddle is 
integrated in the feeding device so that the saddle is first moved 
to the stitching position after the feeding device has already 
covered a portion of the distance. This is not disclosed by 
Hollenstein et al. 

In view of these considerations it is respectfully submitted 
that the rejection of claims 1-3 and 5-12 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
over the above-discussed reference is overcome and should be 
withdrawn. 

Reconsideration and allowance of the present application are 
respectfully requested. 
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Any additional fees or charges required at this time in 
connection with this application may be charged to Patent and 
Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 11-1835. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By 



Friedrich Kueffner 
Reg. No. 29,482 
317 Madison Avenue, Suite 910 
New York, New York 10017 
(212) 986-3114 



Dated: November 5, 2004 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on November 5, 2004 . 

By: ~%*AhJ^&<*{^ Date: November 5, 2004 

Friedrich Kueffner 



6 



